A role for luteinizing hormone and follicle-stimulating hormone in the etiology of simple goiters in the pediatric population.
In light of the progressive, pubertal increases in serum gonadotropin (FSH, LH) levels coinciding with the peak incidence of simple goiters; the common alpha subunits associated with the gonadotropins, TSH and hCG; the ability of LH and hCG to bind to thyroid TSH receptors and affect thyroid function; and, the probable interactions between thyroid hormones and gonadotropins, a role for gonadotropins in the etiology of simple goiters merits consideration.